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by Laura Zehr
Many of our supporters may
remember the sweet face and sad
story of Ghost, a husky who was
left emaciated and tied outside a
local business. As an Animal
Services Officer I saw a wide
variety of animals in distress, Ghost
stands out as one of the most
impactful calls I had ever been to. I
remember seeing him walk a few
steps towards me in the parking lot
and sit, seemingly unable to stand
another moment. I lifted him into
the truck and later unloaded him, in disbelief that such a big dog could weigh so little and
still be alive.
I was quickly struck by his good nature, despite his condition he was friendly and outgoing,
eager to interact with everyone. Immediately upon his arrival our animal care team swung
into action starting him on a gentle diet so he could keep it down and getting him a checkup with one of the local vets we work with. The results came back, in addition to being
dangerously underweight he had Ehrlichiosis, a tick-borne disease that would take a
month-long course of medication to treat. After just a small amount of food and rest here at
the shelter Ghost started perking up, since we knew Ghost would have a long stay here
due to his weight and diagnosis, the decision was made to find him a foster placement.
continued on page 2

REMINDER!
With the
arrival of
warmer
weather,
keep your
pets safe!

continued from page 1

I was selected as his foster home, so one
night after work I bundled him up in my tiny
car and we headed home. It was amazing to
see him relax and heal. At first, he slept
majority of the day, he’d have tiny bursts of
energy and then need to sleep them off. He
slowly started gaining weight and showing off
more of his goofball personality. His favourite
thing was fetch in the yard and he learned to
nudge my boots and jacket to me until I gave
in and got dressed to go outside and play
with him. He came into the shelter for regular
weigh-ins and to the vet to check up on his
progress. Two and a half months after he first
came home with me he was recovered
enough that the Adoptions Counselor started
looking for his perfect new home.

“

He slowly started gaining weight
and showing off more of his
goofball personality.

”

For more adoption stories please follow us on:

CONSIDER BEING A MONTHLY DONOR!
By contributing a certain amount to General Donations on a
monthly basis, it provides us with sustainable revenue we can
plan for to ensure we can meet the individual needs of the
animals in our care.
Medical costs can vary from a few hundred dollars to almost
two thousand dollars per animal. We typically adopt close to
500 animals per year but adoption fees don’t cover the animal
care and medical expenses. Medical costs are over $100,000
per year.

Adoption Update:
We are still in contact with his new family and have
even been able to have him back to our house for
a short stay. He continues to gain weight, he’s now
more than double what he weighed when I first saw
him.
None of this would’ve been possible without
the support and funding from our community
and the incredible vets in the area who go
above and beyond to help our animals.

Welcome Message from the Executive Director
What life is like during Covid at the Shelter
by Michelle Gellatly — Executive Director CDHS & Manager of Animal Services Cambridge
As an essential service, Cambridge and District Humane Society has continued to provide daily care and lots of love to
the animals in our shelter. Adaptability has been a critical day to day mindset. Our first priority was keeping our staff
healthy so that we could continue to care for the animals in our Shelter.

“

Adaptability has been a critical day-to-day mindset. Our first
priority was keeping our staff healthy so that we could continue
to care for the animals in our Shelter.

”

Following Provincial health guidelines we installed protective shields, hand sanitizer stations, masks are required by all
staff. Hand washing has always been a standard protocol for infection control. Staff have continued to work full time
but our doors have been closed to the public during lock-downs.
Adoptions have been by appointment since my arrival in 2019 to reduce the animal’s stress with too many people
stopping by to see the animals. Now adoption applications are completed in advance and appointments are made to
meet one on one with the animals.
In 2020, we lost our beloved Shelter cat Kevin. Please read the Tribute dedicated to our mischievous boy! Marbles has
been a little lost without him, but she waddles up to the adoption floor to visit with the cats daily.
We have been open again Monday to Saturday 9 am to 4:30 pm, limiting visits to one member of the public at a time:
every visitor is screened using the Provincial standard Covid screen, wearing a mask, and using hand sanitizer. The
only public access to our building is for adoptions, surrenders, Pound services (claiming a pet from the Pound) and
purchasing a City of Cambridge dog tag.
To access the shelter people must call when they arrive or arrange a time that they will visit as we continue to lock the
front door. We added a donation bin (for animal related items) at the front of the building that is emptied hourly by staff.
Despite lock down, new partnerships have been formed with Rescue organizations and Wildlife Rehabilitators (Ontario
Turtle Conservation Centre) and we’ve retained existing partnerships with Skedaddle Humane Wildlife and Hobbitstee.
April’s “Stay at Home” order means there is no public access to our Shelter without a scheduled
appointment. Please note that hours that the public can access our Shelter may become limited
depending on the Provincial Guidelines at the time.

PANDEMIC
PET FUN!
Are you getting creative with your pets to break the covid boredom?
Share your Best Covid Moment with your pet(s) to our social media!

Meet the Team!
I am very proud of the positive, professional and intelligent women on my team: compassionate and dedicated
to the care of every animal we have contact with whether through Animal Services or the Shelter staff.

ADMINISTRATION
(Darline (Fundraising & Event Management),
Mich (Executive Director), Laura (Adoptions)

ANIMAL CARE TEAM
(Courtney, Caitlin, Michelle (Animal Care Supervisor),
Kaila, Joanna, (Missing in the photo is Donna)

ANIMAL SERVICES TEAM
(Officer Bird, Officer Lee, Officer Cruden, Officer Miller,
Officer Brown)

TRIBUTE TO KEVIN
We lost our favourite boy Kevin on May 8th, 2020.
For 12 years he had been one of the mascots at the Cambridge & District
Humane Society. He would hang out on the counter and swat your pen away, he
always had his nose in the donations and would “photo bomb” many of our
pictures! He was not always on his best behaviour, but everyone loved him no
matter what. He has forever left his paw print on our hearts here at the
Cambridge & District Humane Society.

RESCUE MOMENTS
with

Cambridge Animal Services

A day in the life of an
Animal Services Officer
by Officer Bird, Animal Services Cambridge
While in this position, I’ve had the
opportunity to get up-close and personal
(sometimes a little too close!) to some local wildlife
species. One case I am particularly fond of was when I
helped to remove a McFlurry cup from the head of a
skunk. He couldn’t see where he was going and was
walking around in circles in a parking lot. It was very lucky
that a kind member of the public called it in to get him
some help before the daily traffic came through. The cup
was removed and the plastic lid was cut off using scissors. The skunk waddled away happily!
Although I loved
helping this little
friend, I’d like to
remind the public
that skunks have a
serious sweet tooth
and will take any
opportunity to finish
up your ice cream
leftovers! Please make sure you remove the plastic lid of
your McFlurry and Iced-Capp drinks - it’s the perfect size
to slip around a skunk’s neck and can cause a lot of
damage! Cutting it in half before disposal is the safest
way to avoid unfortunate accidents!

While attending a call, I was stopped by a member of the
public who wanted to thank Animal Services. He
mentioned his dog escaped his back yard on a long
weekend and didn’t know who would be able to help on a
holiday! He called Animal Services and they were quickly
able to find, leash, and return his dog safely home. It was
nice knowing we were able to help in a very stressful time
and was a wonderful reminder that our work is meant to
ensure everyone and their pets are safe within our
community!

“

”

No pet deserves to be hungry.

ANIMAL CARE & ADOPTIONS
by Michelle DaSilva, CDHS Animal Care Supervisor

During Covid, we have been able to create new programs to help the community in need:

Emergency Pet Food Bank
The 5 Freedoms of Animal Welfare include freedom
from hunger which was in jeopardy when the Covid 19
pandemic hit in March 2020. Community members didn’t
know how they were going to pay their bills and provide
for their families let alone be able to provide for their
pets. While the Cambridge & District Humane Society
(CDHS) has always provided food to pets in need
through the Cambridge Self Help Food Bank we knew
the community needed more; the animals deserved
more.
On April 1, 2020 the CDHS publicly launched the
Emergency Pet Food Bank Program which assists
families with pets in need of food and supplies.
Community members can access this program safely
and without judgment by phone, email or by visiting the
shelter directly. We have also implemented a delivery
service that is available each Wednesday to individuals
that are unable to pick up from our facility.
The Emergency Pet Food Bank Program provides an
alternative to surrendering and allows pets to stay with
their families. Pet owners can enjoy their pets without
feeling the stress and financial burden which in turn
creates a happier and healthier environment for
everyone involved. Our goal is to keep pets with their
responsible owners especially during this difficult time of
uncertainty.
In addition to food the Shelter team is happy to share
beds, collars, leashes, toys and treats with our new furry
clients and the response has been tear-jerking to say the
least. The delivery team can hear the squeaking of dog
toys and jingling of cat bells as they leave each location.
One family emailed in and said, “Taffy hasn’t had toys
for quite some time because we simply couldn’t afford
them. You have no idea how happy you made him.”
We are strong believers in paying it forward, and while
we continue to work alongside the Cambridge Self Help
continued on page 7

Food Bank, we
have also
partnered with
519 Community
Connection,
Miss Dixie’s
Foundation,
and Rescue
Dogs Match.
To date, the Emergency Pet Food Bank has filled the
bellies of 149 cats, 96 dogs and 4 small animals. This
program can remain available in the community because
of the generous donations we receive.
Thank you to our Friends of the Shelter who donate
food, treats, toys, towels, especially during Covid and to
our community businesses who support us regularly
throughout the year as well: Freshco for collecting food
for our Shelter animals, Pet Valu, Global Pet Foods, and
Ren’s Pets.
Visit our website for more information on how you can
make a difference in the lives of pets.

ANIMAL CARE & ADOPTIONS
continued from page 6

Spay Your Momma Program

Lost or Found Pets
The Cambridge & District Humane Society (CDHS)
is contracted by the City of Cambridge for the
Animal Control and City Pound contract.

Unplanned litters of puppies and kittens aka
“whoopsies” are generally posted online and can
often end up in the wrong hands. The CDHS offers
a “Spay Your Momma” Program where unplanned
litters can be surrendered to the Shelter FREE of
charge and the Shelter will also spay the mother
FREE of charge. We will fix the “whoopsie” and
ensure all members of the surrendered litter are
vaccinated, microchipped, spayed/neutered and
new Adopters are carefully screened by our
Adoption Counsellor.
For more information on our “Spay Your Momma”
Program, please call 519-623-7722 x225 and
together we can fix the “whoopsies!”

We’ve helped 11 cat spays & placed
31 kittens in furever loving homes.

Stray animals are housed at the shelter for a 72
hour redemption period (not including the day of
arrival or statutory holidays) in the hope, an owner
will come forward to claim them.
All unclaimed animals are then assessed for
adoptability after the redemption period based on
their overall health and behaviour. This process can
take several days to weeks to months depending on
the needs of the animal. CDHS is partnered with
numerous rescue organizations to assist with
animals that may not be adoption candidates within
the shelter.
If you have lost or found an animal, we urge you to
contact the Lost Pet Line IMMEDIATELY at 519-623
-7722 x223 and file a report as we may have your
animal or have the owner information for the pet
you’ve found. Lost and Found Reports can be filed
by using the online report or by visiting the shelter in
person. Reports will not be taken over the phone.
Even though there are times we are closed to the
public we are here 365 days a year and will always
return phone messages regarding lost/found
animals.

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
2022 CDHS Fundraising Calendar
The months of the 2022 calendar were auctioned off on Facebook recently. The top 13 bids receive a photoshoot and their
pet will be featured in the calendar.
This year we are working with a local photographer, Victor Rose Photography. to capture some hilarious yet beautiful
images of family pets! We are so excited to launch a fully complete calendar by September of 2021! These make amazing
holiday gifts for family and friends, or even yourself at just $15 each! It is the perfect way to do something sweet while
supporting your local shelter.

Easter Cookie Event
Thank you to Cake Lovers Unite for creating cookie kits, and thanks to
everyone who signed up to pick up an Easter treat pack. We enjoyed seeing
each of the cookie kits once they were decorated! What a simple and fun way
to get in the spirit of Easter! We were able to raise $100 for the programs and
services here at the Cambridge & District Humane Society!

April Test Drive Fundraising Event
Once again this year Cambridge Centre Honda is promoting the Honda Test Drive in April.
For every test drive, they will donate $10.00 to our Shelter

BIG Yellow Bag Fundraiser again this year!
$10.00 from each Big Yellow Bag is donated to CDHS. Please use promo code: CAMBHUMANE21

Valentine’s Day Donut Event
We teamed up with local bakery Red Eye Café and Donuts to create a custom CDHS
Valentines Donut! Everyone, including our shelter cat Marbles, was impressed at how they
looked and we had no complaints about how amazing they tasted! We were able to raise funds
for the animals here at the shelter and indulge in a guilt free tasty treat!

Pet Portrait Event
Thank you Artist
Kaitlynd Wilson!

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Howl-o-we’en – Oct 31/20
Thanks to our Event Vendors & Sponsors & attendees, the
Howl-o-ween Walk and Family Fun day was an amazing
success for the shelter! We were able to safely adhere to Covid
-19 guidelines while enjoying local small businesses that joined
us as vendors. In addition to all of the amazing businesses,
Beavertails joined in to add a little something sweet to our day!
The weather remained sunny, and we were not left
disappointed in the spirit of families and pets dressing up for
Halloween!
Together we were able to raise just under $7,000 to support the
programs and services here at the Cambridge & District Humane Society.

SPONSORS
Cambridge Veterinary Services

Gold

Galt Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram

Gold

PETIDCO
Pet Valu – Hespeler Rd

Gold
Silver

African Lion Safari

Silver

Diamond Cut Hair Salon
Merakai Beauty Bar
Pet Valu – Franklin
VCA Burgess Animal Hospital
Alliance Security

Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze

Your support and generosity to assist us to raise funds to provide quality animal care to our community is
greatly appreciated. Annually we spend over $100,000 in animal and medical care before the animal is
adopted. Your support helps us provide enrichment programs for animals that need to stay with us longer due to
health, age or behaviour problems. We have a new Compassion Fund that allows us to help lower income
families with cremation services and emergency veterinary care for their fur babies on an individual basis.

Thank you for making it possible!

Our Partner

Skedaddle Humane
Wildlife Control

With the emergence of spring comes warmer weather, longer days, and an
abundance of wildlife activity in our urban cities. Cambridge is home to
many urban wildlife species, including raccoons, skunks, birds, bats, rabbits
and mice. Our goal is to coexist with wildlife to maintain a balanced ecosystem, and by educating ourselves on the proper way to treat wildlife we can
achieve this together as a society. Our team at Skedaddle Humane Wildlife
Control is proud to share our knowledge about how to keep yourself and
wild animals safe, especially during baby season, and when to worry about
young animals found on their own.
https://www.skedaddlewildlife.com/blog/common-wildlife-activity-during-spring/

What you do with wildlife once
you pick it up?
If there are wildlife babies on site, we hand remove each
baby and place them in a heated & sheltered baby
reunion box. The box has been designed to keep babies
safe from predators and the elements. After screening
the home, we place the box near the entry point the
mother used to enter the home, and leave the box
overnight for the mother to relocate her young to an
alternate den site. We return to the job site after a day
or two to ensure babies have been collected, and if they
have not we take them to a local wildlife rescue
organization.
If there are no babies, we try our best to encourage the
animal to scurry off on their own, then seal the home so
they cannot return. If this is not an option, we
temporarily use a designated wildlife cage to transfer
the animal out to the front of the home, and release
them

immediately.

Our

technicians

are

trained

rigorously to protect the wellbeing of the animals in this
process.

PET LICENCING AND DOCUPET
Thankfully our new partnership with Docupet (February 2020) meant that we were able to
sustain some revenue through the purchase of online dog licences. Standard pet license
$40.00, Senior $20.00, (365 day licence from Renewal date). As an added bonus, with the
purchase of your annual licence and in partnership with Docupet, Ren’s Pets includes a
$20.00 gift card.
DocuPet provides a streamlined pet licencing service to
residents through a simplified online experience. Each
official
licence
is
equipped
with
DocuPet’s
complimentary HomeSafe™ 24/7 lost pet service, as
well as an option to upgrade from a generic city licence
tag (see photo), to a colorful designer license tag option.
This designer tagline features over 170 unique tag styles
that “help all pets” - 20% of the sales from DocuPet’s
designer tagline is donated to the Cambridge and
District Humane Society.
This online system allows people to “shop” from home
and stay safe. Did you know that when you buy a City of
Cambridge dog license each year, you help support the

HOMESAFE STORIES

“

“Leo’s dog sitters accidentally
left the front door open. Leo
went for a stroll down the
block. We were away and
received a call on our cell
and home phone and were
able to get Leo back home
quickly and safely. Our dog
sitter didn’t know what to do,
thankfully Docupet was
there!”

”

- Nicole Burnette, August 2020

.

important work we do? We rely on this revenue to help
cover animal care expenses. For those not wishing to
contact Docupet by phone or pay for their licence online,
people can visit the Shelter at 1650 Dunbar Rd.
Cambridge during our hours of operation.
The Cambridge and District Humane Society is excited
to have recently received a total donation amount of
$3,000! This gift was made possible by designer licence
tag purchases and direct donations made by residents
through the DocuPet licensing website. Our sincere
THANKS to Docupet and the pet parents, who
contributed to this generous donation through the
purchase of your designer tags or financial gifts!

“

“Meesha seemed to have
gotten creative in the
backyard and found a small
opening in the fence and
managed to get out! Luckily,
DocuPet got in touch with
me quickly and connected
me directly with the lovely
family who had found
Meesha! I was able to pick
up Meesha shortly after. I
was so happy that Meesha
was returned home quickly
and safely through the
HomeSafe service!

”

- Sabrina Stashans, November 2020

BEQUEST (PLANNED GIVING)
Another way you help provide us with sustainable revenue
What is “planned giving” anyway?

What should I tell my family?

“Planned giving” is a phrase that charities use often
and donors almost never say! In a nutshell, it means
you create a charitable gift now that goes to the
organization you love in the future, usually when you
die. It’s “planned” because it takes some thought and
preparation, and because you should consult a lawyer
and your financial planner about it. The easiest
planned gift is part of something you should have
anyway: your Will.

Talking it through your with kids is a crucial step,
Colleen advises. Explain that your charitable donation
will offset taxes on the estate. They’ll be happy to see
it go somewhere other than the tax collector!
(Reference: CanadaHelps.org)

Why should you consider it?
A gift in your Will lets you make the gift of a lifetime to
a cause you believe in – a gift you might not be able to
afford while you’re alive. Here’s the compelling
explanation from Colleen Bradley at PGgrowth and a
lifetime specialist in Wills and estate planning:

“

“People think that leaving money
to a charity will diminish what
they can leave to their kids. But
because of Canada’s tax
regulations, you can give money
to a charity that you would
otherwise give to Canada
Revenue Agency in taxes. And if
your net income in the year of
your death is lower than the
amount you give, your executor
can claim a rebate against your
previous year’s income and add
that to your estate.”

”

Consider speaking with your lawyer or Investment
Specialist and adding the Cambridge and District
Humane Society as a beneficiary in your will or
purchase an insurance policy naming our Shelter.

Upcoming Events
are being planned!


Online Auction More details outlining the event will be posted to our social media
platforms, so be sure to follow us.



New this year, we are working on a fun and socially distanced event for Father’s Day
weekend. This makes the perfect “Pawthers Day Gift” for that special guy in your life!
More details outlining the event will be posted to our
social media platforms, so be sure to follow
us to purchase your tickets!

Other Community Engagement
Executive Director Michelle Gellatly will be speaking via Zoom to the
Sunrise Rotary Club on Friday, June 4th. If your organization is
interested in learning more about Cambridge and District Humane
Society, please email exec.director@cambridgehumanesociety.org

DOG TREATS RECIPE
Homemade Peanut Butter Dog Treats
Recipe

BE PART
OF OUR

shelter family

Author: Becky Hardin – The Cookie Rookie
from https://www.thecookierookie.com/pb-dogtreats/#wprm-recipe-container-30393

Ingredients
2 1/2 cups whole wheat flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 cup natural peanut butter*
*DO NOT USE any peanut butter containing xylitol as it is toxic to dogs.

1 cup water
2 tablespoons honey
1 egg
Instructions
Preheat oven to 350F. In a large bowl combine flour, baking powder, and the
egg. Add peanut butter, water, honey and stir until you have stiff dough. The
dough becomes very firm and sticky. You may need to use your hands, or
the paddle attachment on your mixer. On a lightly floured surface, roll out the
dough about 1/2 inch thick and use a cookie cutter to make fun shapes. The
treats barely spread and rise, so get creative with your shapes. Bake for 20
minutes, until golden. Store in an airtight container or give as gifts!

Special thanks to our Volunteer, amazing designer/artist and Foster Parent,
Julie Gil. You bring so much joy to the lives of others each and every day.

Stay connected and don’t miss out on
updates, news, events, & stories from
the Cambridge Humane Society!
Join our mailing list!
Follow us on:

Cambridge & District Humane Society
1650 Dunbar Road
Cambridge, ON N1R 8J5
Telephone: (519) 623-7722
Fax: (519) 623-9442
execassistant@cambridgehumanesociety.org
www.cambridgehumanesociety.org
Charitable Registration
#136828522RR0001
Animal Services is operating
24 hours/day, 7 days/week
519 623-6323

