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In the Autumn with leaves turning colour and beginning to fall, a hush seems to 
come over the places we visit. Sunflowers, corn husks, pinecones, pumpkins and 

root vegetables are everywhere. While Mother Nature’s palette turns to hues of red, 
orange and yellow, we prepare for the season change; colder weather makes it 

more critical that we get animals without a home off the streets. Animals in the wild 
instinctively know that they must seek shelter and find food to store, or they know 
it’s time to leave the impeding cold weather to stay safe and have the best chance 
of survival. Domestic animals; dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, and birds settle in to 
their homes and rely on the love and kindness of their owners to not only feed them 
but protect them. Sometimes animals escape from their loving homes and thankfully 

they are picked up by strangers or Animal Services Officers and brought to our 
Shelter with the hopes that their owner will come looking for them. We have a 

waiting list for animals to be surrendered to our Shelter; sometimes due to the age, 
illness or death of an owner but the majority of the time it’s due to people “moving 

on”. There is no judgement at CDHS when a person surrenders an animal as 
situations are unique and they have done their very best and want to ensure their 

pet is cared for and re-homed from a reputable organization like CDHS.

LETTER FROM OUR 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

MICHELLE GELLATY



Our medical expenses are over $100,000 per year because 
we don’t have a Veterinary clinic on our premises. We are 
very grateful for the caring and very talented Veterinarians 

and staff we partner with, who also help us sell annual 
lottery tickets and calendars. Types of medical treatment 

some of our animals have required this year: tail 
amputations, leg amputations, toe amputations, 2 broken 

leg repairs, x-rays, tumor removals, extensive dentals, 
hernia repairs, countless blood panels, enucleation (eye 
removal), urinalysis, fecal analysis, and quill removals. 

Small animals typically have a longer length of stay, 
followed by cats, and finally dogs. This year we had 10 

guinea pigs and 16 rabbits surrendered. While this may not 
seem like a lot, they typically have a length of stay of 

several months. Their food source has to be special dry 
food, hay and fresh vegetables and puts a financial strain 

on our Shelter resources. $30 covers the cost of their fresh 
veggies for one week. Gift cards are a great way to help 
these animals because we can go shopping to purchase 

what they need to keep them healthy.

Sadly, not all domestic animals have a safe and happy home, and that is where we 
come in. In some cases, owners leave their animals tied up at our Shelter and walk 

away, cats are put in our donation box for towels and food and the owners drive 
away, guinea pigs are dropped at a local pet store and the owners walk out. Strays 

come in through Animal Services, and in several cases require emergency vet 
care. If the owners do not claim an animal within 72 hours, the animal becomes the 

property of the Humane Society, and we begin to assess the animal’s individual 
needs (emotionally and medically), to ensure we give it the best possible chance to 
be matched with the best pet parents they can. Inside our Shelter there is no hush, 
or change; the needs of the animals in our care continue to call on us and that is 
why we need your help. Our concern is always the animals. Length of stay (how 

long they remain in the Shelter) is always a concern because the longer an animal 
is in a Shelter, the higher the risk of illness. An animal who is in our Adoption 

program will remain with us until they have a forever home. This year, the longest 
stay was 150 days. 



Your support allows us to continue the 
work we do. 

Click here to donate. 

After a dog or cat is assessed for adoptability, there are some cases where the 
animal will require a longer recovery from trauma or surgery, so we look for 
foster families to assist in the animal’s recovery. In some cases, the animal 

requires long term care beyond the scope that a foster family can commit to, so 
we reach out to some of our Rescues who can place these animals with families 

that can meet their needs for a longer period of time. Shelter animals sent to 
rescue this year to date: 11 dogs, 5 cats, 3 other animals and 69 wildlife.  For 

those of you reading this who have contributed donations (financial, food, toys, 
bedding, towels, laundry detergent etc.), we sincerely thank you for the 

difference you’ve made in the lives of our animals. If you haven’t made a 
donation this year, your financial contribution would help us sustain the supplies 
and provide the necessary medical help the majority of the animals in our care 
need. $30.00 provides one day of care and shelter for one animal at CDHS. If 

you are able to do so, please consider becoming a monthly donor. Monthly 
donors provide a reliable source of income for the shelter which allows us to set 

predictable budgets and plan for the future. 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/t/4463?v1=true
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/t/4463?v1=true


On August 5 2022 we said goodbye to our 

shelter cat Marbles . Her eyes glistened in 

the sun while she gazed out the window 

and purred for the last time.

 

Her room is dark, her bed is empty and our 

hearts are sad, but she is at peace. While 

we miss her dearly, we know that Kevin 

was ready to greet her with open paws.

 

 

MARBLES

Marbles with our former shelter 

cat Kevin, who crossed the 

rainbow bridge on May 8th, 2020



HOWL-O-WEEN
Our third annual Howl-O-Ween Walk and Family Fun Day was a huge 

success! Thank you so much  to everyone who attended the event! 

Thank you to all of our generous sponsors and donors, and thank you to 

all the vendors who came out to sell their amazing items. We couldn't 

have done this without all of you! Together we raised 

$9 000 which will go a long way to helping homeless animals in our 

community.



DAY IN THE LIFE OF 
AN ANIMAL SERVICES

OFFICER
Our animal services team has 

been busy! They operate 24/7, 

365 days a year to help both 

domestic animals and wildlife in 

the Cambridge district.

The City of Cambridge requires 

dog owners to have their dog 

licensed each year in 

accordance with By-law 172-13. 

Click here for more information 

on how to purchase a dog tag. 

https://cambridgehumanesociety.org/animal-services/cambridge-dog-license/
https://cambridgehumanesociety.org/animal-services/cambridge-dog-license/


HOW TO HELP

Shop our 
Amazon 
wishlist!

You can help contribute to providing an essential service for homeless 
animals in our community. With your support we are able to provide 
enrichment to the animals who stay longer in our shelter due to age, 
injury, illness, surgery, or necessary behavioral training. Enrichment 

means that we give love, one on one companionship, as well as new toys 
to keep the animals stimulated.

$30 will provide 1 day of animal care
$50 will provide enrichment

$250 will provide the basic needs for a pet waiting for adoption for 1 week
$1,000-$1,500 will provide a senior dental procedure

https://www.amazon.ca/hz/wishlist/ls/3HFR69FPDOD50/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
https://www.amazon.ca/hz/wishlist/ls/3HFR69FPDOD50/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/t/4463


To help the 
homeless cats

in our 
community, 

we're 
launching a 

Home for The 
Holidays 

campaign with
lowered cat 

adoption fees 
for the entire 

month of 
December! 

Our goal is to
give each and 
every one of
our shelter 

cats a home 
for Christmas.

Clock here to learn more about 
the adoption process.

Did you know we added a SECOND cat cage to Ren's at 34 Pinebush Rd to offer our available 
cats even more opportunity to be out within the community! This year to date Ren's Pets has 

adopted 41 of our cats and we look forward to seeing that number increase in 2023!

https://cambridgehumanesociety.org/adoption/


MEET TINY TINA

 
 

She came to Cambridge & District Humane Society as a stray. At only a few weeks 
old, she had already gone through more hardships than most cats do in a lifetime. 

Her front leg was broken, and it appeared that there was a previous injury on that leg 
too. Unable to fend for herself, and with temperatures outside dropping quickly, it's a 

miracle she even survived long enough to make it through our Shelter doors. 
 

After arriving at CDHS Tiny Tina was examined by a team of Veterinary 
professionals. It was determined that she needed immediate amputation of her 

broken leg. Her amputation surgery went well and she is recovering under the loving 
care of CDHS staff. We are so grateful for the care provided by the Veterinary team 

who performed her surgery. Tiny Tina is a fighter and we have big hopes for her. 
Despite the added challenges she has faced, she is just like the dozens of kittens 
who come through our Shelter doors each year. She is cuddly, playful and curious 

and quickly captured the hearts of staff at CDHS. 
 

While Tina may be tiny, her vet bills are not. Her care has already cost $2 000 and 
she will still need to undergo a spay surgery (once she is old enough and big enough) 

before we can begin to find her fur-ever home. 
 

We want Tiny Tina to have the care and loving home she deserves. Which is why we 
are asking for your help. We spend over $100, 000 annually on veterinary care for 

our Shelter animals. Tiny Tina's vet bills are much higher than  average. Your 
generous support ensures we can care for Tiny Tina, and other animals just like her.    

Click here to donate.

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/t/4463?v1=true


LONG TIME RESIDENTS 
FIND THEIR FUR-EVER 

HOMES

Looking to add a new member to your family? Click here to see all 

available animals and learn more about the adoption process.

River was 
adopted after 
91 days in the 

shelter

Dasher was 
adopted after 

133 days in the 
shelter

Peony was 
adopted after 

150 days in the 
shelter

Panda was 
adopted after 

143 days in the 
shelter

https://cambridgehumanesociety.org/adoption/
https://cambridgehumanesociety.org/adoption/
https://cambridgehumanesociety.org/adoption/


Our annual For The Love of 

Animals lottery is back! 

Tickets are $15 each and are 

available at the Shelter and 

select cash only locations. 

Click here for a list of 

locations.

Winning numbers will be posted on 
www.cambridgehumanesociety.org and 

www.facebook.com/cambridgehumanesociety. 
Winners will be contacted by phone. 5 000 tickets 
printed. Last day for sales is February 24th 2023. 
Must be 18 years of age and a resident of Ontario 

to purchase. Lottery License No: M852527

Our annual fundraising 

calendars are on sale 

now! At only $15 each, 

they make a perfect gift 

for the holidays (and 

don't forget to get one for 

yourself too!). Available 

at the Shelter and select 

cash only locations. 

Please see website for list 

of locations.

https://cambridgehumanesociety.org/cambridge-events/love-of-animals-lottery-2023/
https://cambridgehumanesociety.org/cambridge-events/love-of-animals-lottery-2023/


MEET THE TEAM
ADMINISTRATION

Mich (Executive Director)

Cat (Executive Assistant)

Darline (Adoptions Counsellor)

Cera (Fundraising Coordinator: contact for donations, events, and compassion 
fund inquiries)

Michelle (Animal Care Supervisor: contact for surrenders and cremation 
services, emergency boarding, and Pet Food Bank)

Caitlin, Dakota, Donna, Joanna, Holly, Serena (Animal Care Attendants)

ANIMAL CARE

Officer Lee, Officer Courtney, Officer Sealy, Officer Haimerl, 
Officer Jonak, Officer Aguirre, Officer Burda

ANIMAL SERVICES

Animal Services operates 24/7, 365 days. 
Contact: (519) 623-6323 or

email: dispatch@animalservicescambridge.ca
 

Incidents can be reported after-hours on our website


